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Spring Deals Up to 70% Off

It's easy to save on all things SPRING with up to 70% off travel, clothes, fot
more! RetailMeNot

haunt (v.)

early 13c., "to practice habitually, busy oneself with, take part in," from Old French hanter "to frequent, visit
regularly; have to do wﬁh, be familiar with; indulge in, cultivate" (12c.), of uncertain origin, perhaps from
Old Norse heimta "bring home," from Proto-Germanic *haimatjanan "to go or bring home," from *haimaz-
"home" (from PIE root *tkei- "to settle, dwell, be home").

Meaning "to frequent (a place)" is from c. 1300 in English. In Middle English to haunte scole was "attend
school," and in Middle Englgﬂ as in Old French the verb had a secondary sense of "have sexual intercourse
with." Use in reference to a spirit or ghost returning to the house where it had lived perhaps was in Proto-
Germanic, but if so it was lost or buried; revived by Shakespeare's plays, it is first recorded 1590 in "A
Midsummer Night's Dream."” Old French had a noun derivative, hantise "obsession, obsessive fear" (14¢.).

haunt (n.)

c. 1300, "place freguenﬂz visited," also in Middle English, "a habit, custom" (early 14c¢.), from Old French
hant "frequentation; place frequently visited," from hanter (see haunt (v.)). The meaning "spirit that haunts a

place, ghost" is first recorded 1843, originally in stereotypical African-American vernacular, from the later
meaning of the verb.

Related Entries

*tkei- haunted Thaunting haunts
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(Entry 1 of 2)
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transitive verb

1a : to visit often : frequent spends a lot of time haunting bookstores

b : to continually scek the company of haunting celebrities impostors that haunt the official in foreign ports— Van
Wyck Brooks

2a : to have a disquieting or harmful effect on : trouble problems we ignore now will come back to haunt us

b : to recur constantly and spontaneously to the tune haunted her

c :mmlly in a sense of tension that haunts his writing
3 : to Visit or inhabit as a ghost believed that the house was haunted Spirits are supposed to haunt the places where
their bodies most resorted ...— Charles Dickens

intransitive verb

1 : to stay around or persist : linger a haunting fragrance

2 : to appear | habituaﬁ as a ghost not far from ... where she haunted appeared for a short time a much more
remarkable spirit— W; B. Yeats

haunt

noun
\ 'hont @ , hént, sense 2 is usually 'hant\

Definition of haunt (Entry 2 of 2)

1 : a place habitually frequented a favorite haunt of college kids
2 chiefly dialectal : ghost

Other Words from haunt " Synonyms & Antonyms " More Example Sentences " Learn More about
haunt

Keep scrolling for more

Other Words from haunt

Verb

haunter noun
hauntingly \ "hon-tin-1€ @ , hén-\ adverb

Synonyms & Antonyms for haunt

Synonyms: Verb

[oV)
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Phrases Related to haunt

come back to haunt

Statistics for haunt

Last Updated

7 Mar 2020
Look-up Popularity
Top 40% of words
Cite this Entry

“Haunt.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/haunt. Accessed 14 Mar. 2020.
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English Language Learners Definition of haunt

(Entry 1 of 2)

of a ghost : to visit or live in (a place)
: to eventually cause problems for (someone) as time passes
: to keep coming back to the mind of (someone) especially in a way that makes the person sad or upset

haunt

noun

(4]

English Language Learners Definition of haunt (Entry 2 of 2)

: a place that you go to often

[~
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Kids Definition of haunt

(Entry 1 of 2)

1 : to visit or live in as a ghost Spirits haunt the house.

2 : to visit often ... I began haunting the docks when the ferry ... came in.— Katherine Paterson, Jacob Have I

Loved
3 : to come to mind frequently The song haunts me.
R

haunt

noun

Kids Definition of aunt (Entry 2 of 2)

: a place often visited The café is her favorite haunt.
Keep scrolling for more

More from Merriam-Webster on haunt

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for haunt
Rhyming Dictionary: Words that rhyme with haunt
Spanish Central: Translation of Agunt

Nglish: Translation of haunt for Spanish Speakers

Britannica English: Translation of hgunt for Arabic Speakers

Comments on haunt

What made you want to look up haunt? Please tell us where you read or heard it

(including the quote, if possible).
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TOP DEFINITIONS QUIZZES RELATED CONTENT EXAMPLES EXPLORE DICTIONARY BRITISH

haunt [ hawnt, hahnt; for 10 also hant ] sHow IPA «)

SEE SYNONYMS FOR haunt ON THESAURUS.COM

verb (used with object)

1 to visit habitually or appear to frequently as a spirit or ghost:
S —— T S ——
to haunt a house; to haunt a person.

2 to recur persistently to the consciousness of: remain with:
m—— : - .
Memories of love haunted him.

SEE MORE

verb (used without object)

" . e :
to reappear continually as a spirit or ghost

J— e —

7 to visit habitually or regularly.

SEE MORE

noun

9 Often haunts. a place frequently visited:
to return to one's old haunts.

Pick The X
10 Chiefly Midland and Southern U.S. and North England. a ghost. Tord Of
And Win!
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BRITISH DICTIONARY DEFINITIONS FOR HAUNT {»V A . -~
sl
haunt /wony/

verb
1 to visit (a person or place) in the form of a ghost

2 (tr) to intrude upon or recur to (the memory, thoughts, etc): he was haunted by the fear of
insanity ' -

3 isit
to visit (a place) frequentlyﬁr\

4 to associate with (someone) frequently

noun

5 (often plural) a place visiteifge___gt_@ntly: an old haunt of hers

6 a place to which animals habitually resort for food, drink, shelter, etc

e

DERIVED FORMS OF HAUNT

haunter, noun

WORD ORIGIN FOR HAUNT

C13: from Old French hanter, of Germanic origin; compare Old Norse heimta to bring home, Old English
hamettan to give a home to; see home

COLLINS ENGLISH DICTIONARY - COMPLETE & UNABRIDGED 2012 DIGITAL EDITION
© WILLIAM COLLINS SONS & CO. LTD. 1979, 1986 @ HARPERCOLLINS
PUBLISHERS 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 20086, 2007, 2009, 2012

OTHERS ARE READING Pick The X
Word Of
The Day
1i~’r “Epidemic” vs. “Pandemic” And Win!
N & s 7

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/haunt
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THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG
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The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.

THE 100 WORDS®

See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!
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\ »

INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com

haunt " (hont, hont)

Share: et
V. haunt-ed, haunt-ing, haunts
V.ir.
1. To inhabit, visit, or appear to in the form of a ghost or other supernatural being.
2. To visit often; frequent: haunted the movie theaters.
3. To come to the mind of continually; obsess: a riddle that haunted me all morning.
4. To be continually present in; R@ﬁad’e: the melancholy that haunts the composer's music.

v.intr. e
To recur or visit often, especially as a ghost.
. T ——

1. A place much frequented.
2. also hant or ha'nt (hént) or haint (hant) Chiefly Southern US A ghost or other supernatural being.

[Middle English haunten, to frequent, from Old French hanter; see tkei- in the Appendix of Indo-European roots.]

hauntOer n.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2020 by Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Indo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-European Roots

Semitic Roots

(02)
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1. TRANSITIVE VERB

If something unpleasant haunts you, you kee thinking
SUPERFAST or worrying about it over a long period of time.

1 G I G He would always be haunted by that scene in Well Park.
I N T E RNET

$3 Synonyms ofhaunt
f no

su wheo bt 2. TRANSITIVE VERB
Something that haunts a person or organization
. LEARN MORE reéularlg causes them problems over a long 2 period of
tlme T ——
——
The stigma of being a bankrupt is likely to haunt him for
the rest of his life.

3. COUNTABLE NOUN

A place that is the haunt of a particular person is one
which they often visit because they enjoy going there.

The islands are a favorite summer haunt for yachtsmen.

4, TRANSITIVE VERB

A ghost or spirit that haunts a place or
appears in the place, or is seen by the p
frightens them.

His ghost is said to haunt some of the rooms, banging a
toy drum.

Qunanvme* annear in matarializa in - Mars Sunanvme nf

This site uses cookies to improve your browsing experience. For more information see our_privacy policy.
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VERB TRANSITIVE

1. tovisit (a place) often or continually; frequent
f@%,

SUPERFAST 3. to appear or recur regeatedly to, often to the point of
1 G I G obsession e
memories haunted her

INTER NET 4. to be associated with; fill the atmosphere of; pervade

$ memories of former gaiety haunt the house -

sath when buodied 5

= Saxes & equlp.fe2

e a. aplace c_)ften visited
to make the library one's haunt

Webster’s New World College Dictionary, 4th Edition. Copyright © 2010 by
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved.

Word origin

ME haunten < OFr hanter, to frequent < Gmc * haimetan
(akin to OE hamettan, to domicile) < * haim, home

.........................................

This site uses cookies to improve your browsing experience. For more information see our_privacy policy.
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Verb Forms

M ek

haunt something/somebody if the ghost of a dead person haunts a place, people say
that they have seen it there o

A headless rider haunts the country lanes.
I'll come back to haunt you!

Oxford Collocations Dictionary

[ ]

haunt somebody if something unpleasant haunts you, it keeps comlng to your mind so
that you cannot forget it = -

The memory of that day still haunts me.
For years she was haunted by guilt.

Extra Examples

T,

=3

Oxford Collocations Dictionary

haunt somebody to continue to cause problems for somebody for a long time
T — = e A R ———

i

That decision came back to haunt him.

She has been haunted by her past during her career.
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries. com/us/definition/english/haunt_1 1/2
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to make someone feel worried and upset for a Iog_g_ time

Images from the war still haunt him.
Caroline was haunted by a fear of cancer.
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haunt? mont $ hont’ eeo  verb [transrtlve]
1 if the soul of a dead person haunts a place, it appears there often

s s
 S———

The pub is said to be haunted by the ghost of a former landlord.

2 to make someone worry or make them sad

Clare was haunted by the fear that her husband was having an affair.

3 to cause problems for someone over a long period of time

B e
an error that would come back to haunt them for years to come

— See Verb table

(Exam npl les from the Corpus|

haunt
* People say the house is haunted by a former slave.
* Legends say the building is haunted by ghosts.
* Yet she, like all Republican members of the House, remains haunted by his presence.

3 Memortes of the war still haunt her.

* Memories of blood-red wine and cruelly glintingshards of glass came back to haunt her.
* The ghosts of retired colonels haunt some of Torquay's menus.

» All said the events still haunt them.

* All your mistakes will come back to haunt you.

haunt? noun [countable]

a place that someone likes to go to often
e e ——
haunt of

The Café Vienna was a favourite haunt of journalists and actors

https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/haunt T 17
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Meaning of haunt in English

héUnt

verb[T]

us 49 /hont, hant/

haunt verb [T] (APPEAR)
.

to often 1 appear somewhere, or to appear to someone in the form of a ghost =

splr:t of a ggy person)

Want to learn more?

Improve your vocabulary with English Vocabulary in Use from Cambridge.
Leamn the words you need to communicate with confidence.

haunt verb [T] (WORRY)
+3

fii

to cause someone to worry or feel anxiety because of being thought about too
ften:
o

* His experiences in Vietnam still haunt him.

haunt

noun[C]

This website uses cookies. For more information, please visit the | Privacy and Cockies Policy.

Accept and hide this message
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* This restaurant was one of our old haunts.

e

(Definition of haunt from the Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary © Cambridge University Press)

haunt | ENGLISH

haunt

verb[T]

UK®) /hont/ us¥) /hant/

haunt verb [T] (REPEATEDLY TROUBLE)

i
+
1]

5oy
| =74

to cause repeated suffering or anxiety:
S 2

* Fighting in Vietnam was an experience that would haunt him for the rest of his life.

* 30 years after the fire he is still haunted by images of death and destruction.

= More examples

* Memories of the semifinal defeat haunted him for the rest of his career.

* His experiences in the prison camp continued to haunt him.

~1 L . [} . s [} £ "o ']

This website uses cookies. For more information, please visit the Privacy and
Accept and hide this message
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+ Thesaurus: synonyms and related words
haunt verb [T] (SPIRIT)
B2
(of a ghost) to appear in a place repeatedly:
TE T T ae——
* A ghostly lady is said to haunt the stairway looking for her children.
+ Thesaurus: synonyms and related words
f w
haunt
noun [C]
UK¥) /hoint/ us4) /ha:nt/
R ¥ —

a place often visited:

* This bar used to be one of your old haunts, didn't it, Jake?

Synonym

stamping_ground informal

*+ Thesaurus: synonyms and related words

This website uses cookies. For more information, please visit the Privacy and Cookies Policy.
Accept and hide this message
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The verb to haunt means to appear as a ghost or some kind

of supernatural phenomenon. Ebenezer Scrooge was
haunted by the Ghosts of Christmases Past, Present and

Future.

The first recorded usage of the word haunt is in William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night's Dream, a play
filled with supernatural characters running around scaring the knickers off each other. As Shakespeare
knew, haunting is at its most effective in the passive voice, because there is much more drama in being
haunted than haunting. Another use of the word haunt is as a noun, and it means "a place that is
frequented often," like a popular hangout. The gym, a bar, a corner: these are all potential haunts. The
dentist, the principal's office, a busy intersection: these are not.

Definitions of

haunt

v follow stealthily or recur constantly
and spontaneously to )

“the ghost of her mother haunted her”

Synonyms:  stalk

Type of: follow, pursue
follow in or as if in pursuit

hitps://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/haunt

Word Family

| haunted

haunt haunting = haunts

the "haunt” famify
Usage Examples

That led to the appointment of a special prosecutor
who packed his office with supporters of Hillary Clinton
and generally haunted the first three years of the
Trump administration.

Washington Times Mar 13, 2020

For those who lived through the trauma of racial
terrorism and segregation, or grew up in its long
shadow, this history haunts the campaign trail.
Safon Mar 13, 2020

1/2
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v be aregular or frequent visitor to a
certain place

“She haunts the ballet”

Synonyms:  frequent

Types: hang out
spend time in a certain location or with
certain people

Type of: travel to, visit

g0 to certain places as for sightseeing

v haunt like a ghost; pursue

“Fear of illness haunts her”

Synonyms:  ghost, gbsess
Type of: Rreoccupy

engage or engross the interest or
attention of beforehand or occupy
urgently or obsessively

n a frequently visited place

Synonyms:  hangout, repair, resort, stamping
ground
Types: gathering place
a favorite haunt where people gather
Type of. area, country

a particular geographical region of
indefinite boundary (usually serving some
special purpose or distinguished by its
people or culture or geography)

© Vocabulary.com

https:/www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/haunt

haunt - Dictionary Definition : Vocabulary.com

18
His haunting images, reduced to monochromatic

shades, document the actual movement and
encampments of human beings as they migrated from
North Africa and the Middle East.

New York Times Mar 8, 2020

In time, Mari's personal ordeal opens into a haunting
examination of gender and power, men and women.
New York Times Mar 11, 2020
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= (some accents) enPR: hant, IPAKeY): /ha:nt/I1] LO ; (ZT—] {;fm”x B

= Rhymes: -a:nt HCU/\/‘/\)(

= (some accents for noun definition #2) enPR: hant, IPAKeY): /haent/L1]
= Rhymes: -aent

Verb

haunt (third-person singular simple present haunts, present participle haunting, simple past and
past participle haunted)

1. (transitive) To inhabit, or visit frequently (most often used in reference to ghosts). [quotations V]

A couple of ghosts haunt the old, burnt-down house.

2. (transitive) To make uneasy, restless.

The memory of his past failures haunted him.

3. (transitive) To stalk, to follow

The policeman haunted him, following him everywhere.

4. (intransitive, now rare) To live habitua lly; to stay, to remain. [quotations V]

5. (transitive, Britain dialectal, Northern England, Scotland) To accustom; habituate; make
accustomed to. [quotations V]

6. (transitive, Britain dialectal, Northern England, Scotland) To practise; to devote oneself to.
[quotations V]

7. (intransitive) To ersist in staying or visiting. [quotations V]

Synonyms

= (fo make uneasy): nag
= (fo live habitually): live, dwell; See also Thesaurus:reside

Translations

xto inhabit, or visit frequently [show V]
+to make uneasy [show V1
+to stalk [show V]
zto live habitually [show Y ‘]§

The translations below need to be checked and inserted above into the appropriate translation
tables, removing any numbers. Numbers do not necessarily match those in definitions. See
instructions at Wiktionary:Entry layout#Translations.

Translations to be checked [show V]

https://en.wiktionary.org/wikifhaunt o 213
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Noun

haunt (plural haunts)

1. A place at which one is regularly found; a habitation or hangout. [quotations ¥]
2. (dialect) A ghost. [quotatlons Y]

3. A feeding place for animals.[2l

Translations
tplace at which one is regularly found [show V]

ghost — see ghost

tfeeding place for animals [show V]
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Anagrams

= Utahn, unhat
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